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AFJ INSIDER

Dear Friend,

| am thrilled to be writing my first letter for June's Insider
from my new perch as AFJ’s third President. As we watch
millions rise in demonstrations across the country, | am
reminded that we are stronger in partnership together. Your
support and collaboration make our work possible. This is
why | am prioritizing and looking forward to meeting all
AFJ’'s supporters, allies, members, donors, and advocates in
the coming weeks and months.

And may | just say wow. Since joining last month, | have been working at warp
speed to understand the tremendous work and impact of AFJ. And in so doing, | have
come to believe even more deeply that AFJ is the organization to “meet this
moment.” The last lines of defense against the excesses of the Trump
administration are the courts and the people, through collective power and
nonprofit advocacy. There is no organization that works in these two arenas with
more strategy, integrity, and ferocity than AFJ.

And | have seen this work firsthand. The Trump administration has announced
several groups of highly unqualified judicial nominees. As we outlined in our
statements opposing these first slates, the lack of experience and the terrifying
positions held by the nominees are alarming. There is a deliberate intent to place
under-qualified yet loyal ideologues in powerful judicial seats. AFJ is fighting back
by providing deep and consequential research on these nominees. As just one
example, AFJ’s Dorot Fellow, Jamaal Lockings found nominee Josh Divine's 2010
college writings arguing for the return of literacy tests to voting eligibility. This
disturbing support for a voter suppression tool rooted in the racism of the Jim Crow
south was picked up in numerous press outlets. AFJ will not be able to block every
terrible nominee, but we will continue to stand firm against lifetime appointments
intended to erode the rule of law, and to create a very public record of nominees’
qualifications (and lack thereof), positions on key issues, and personal history.



When the fight seems difficult, we cannot forget the collective power that we
hold. The resistance is growing and getting louder. And nonprofits are leading the
charge. They are fiercely advocating for their commmunities, rights, and democracy
even as the administration is weaponizing the government to punish and attack
them at every turn. AFJ's Bolder Advocacy program is supporting and empowering
nonprofits across the country to firmly oppose the harmful actions of the Trump
administration. Whether it's protecting voting rights, fighting for environmental
justice, or defending reproductive freedom, with Bolder Advocacy, nonprofits have
the training, tools, and guidance they need to engage in effective, legal advocacy.

BA is creating directly responsive resources. We released two new on-demand
webinars that will be bundled: one Preparing for Politically Motivated Attacks

and will bundle it with a second, soon-to-be released on-demand webinar on how
nonprofits can conduct an internal ‘checkup’ to ensure they are fully and completely
in compliance. Just last week, a House Republican panel issued unfounded probes
into more than 200 non-governmental organizations in an apparent effort to target
and intimidate groups working to feed the hungry, fight for consumers, advocate for
civil and human rights and more. Our work to empower the nonprofit community
could not be more timely.

As | continue to learn and understand all AFJ's work, | am humbled to be leading this
organization during such powerfully important times. Thank you for your support.
| look forward to connecting with you soon!

In solidarity,

Rachel Rossi
President of Alliance for Justice


https://afj.org/products/preparing-for-politically-motivated-attacks/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

Last week, the Senate Judiciary Committee held confirmation hearings for Trump’s

first slate of judicial nominees: (eth Circuit);
(Eastern and Western Districts of Missouri); and
and (Eastern District of Missouri). Throughout the hearings, the

nominees offered no meaningful explanations for some of their most extreme views
and repeatedly refused to answer even the most basic questions about their legal
philosophies or qualifications. If individuals seeking lifetime appointments to the
federal bench cannot be transparent about their records or demonstrate a
commitment to fairness, they have no business holding a position that will shape the
lives of millions for generations to come.

Now, Trump has announced his second wave of judicial nominees — this time for the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals and several district court seats in Florida.
Unsurprisingly, these selections are just as

For the Third Circuit, Trump has nominated — his personal defense
attorney in multiple criminal proceedings, including the New York case in which
Trump was convicted of 34 felony counts, as well as the classified documents and
election obstruction cases.

In Florida, Trump has named five more to lifetime appointments:

e Middle District of Florida:
and
e Southern District of Florida:

Trump's picks continue a dangerous trend of prioritizing allegiance over
qualifications, independence, and judicial integrity. These nominees are not
committed to impartiality or the rule of law. Instead, they are deeply aligned with
anti-civil rights movements and hostile to core constitutional protections. Their
records show unwavering opposition to reproductive and gender justice, voting
rights, equal protection, and more.


https://afj.org/nominee/whitney-hermandorfer/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/joshua-divine/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/zachary-bluestone/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/maria-lanahan/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/judge-cristian-stevens/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/article/corruption-a-hallmark-of-trumps-second-judicial-slate/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/emil-bove/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/kyle-dudek/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/anne-leigh-gaylord-moe/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/john-guard/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/jordan-e-pratt/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/ed-artau/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

State Courts

NOW AVAILABLE:
OUR UPDATED REPORT ON LGBTO+
STATE SUPREME COURT JUSTICES
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Happy Pride Month! Did you know that 38 states have never had an openly
LGBTQ+ justice serve on its highest court? Our courts should reflect the
communities they serve, but for the LGBTQ+ community, representation still has
a long way to go with only 20 openly LGBTQ+ individuals have served as justices
on state supreme courts across the country. Learn about them here.

In other state court news, the Kansas Supreme Court Nominating Commission
held public interviews earlier this month to fill the seat being vacated by state
supreme court Justice Evelyn Wilson. From those interviews, three finalists
were sent to Gov. Laura Kelly (D) to make the final nomination. Kelly's eventual
nominee must stand for retention election in the next general election.



https://afj.org/the-faces-of-justice-lgbtq-state-supreme-court-justices/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://kansasreflector.com/2025/06/10/kansas-commission-nominates-two-judges-private-attorney-for-vacancy-on-supreme-court/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

Bolder Advocacy

In recent months, many nonprofits have faced dramatic funding cuts and policy
decisions that threaten their communities and run counter to their missions. In
response, AFJ's Bolder Advocacy team created new resources to assist nonprofit
advocates as they prepare to respond to executive orders, administrative actions,
and potential audits.

For example, in the wake of nationwide protests to ICE's immigration raids, Bolder
Advocacy launched its Spanish-language resource hub where nonprofits and
advocates can access our top Spanish-language materials to protect and empower
immigrant communities. Additionally, since launching our new social justice
advocacy series on our Rules of the Game podcast, we've highlighted how
advocates working on issues from LGBTQ+ rights to racial justice to voting rights
can respond to potential threats and boldly build their power through advocacy.
We've also published timely blogs on responding to executive orders and
standing up against policy decisions that are negatively impacting the nonprofit
sector and the communities we serve.

Our upcoming public webinar series is also focused on ensuring nonprofits are
equipped to comply with relevant advocacy laws. Join us on July 8 to kickstart your
advocacy evaluation in practical ways!

As always, if you have questions about your nonprofit's ability to engage in advocacy
and respond to government actions, our Bolder Advocacy team is here to help!
Reach out to our free technical assistance hotline to connect with one of our team
members. Or, check out our on-demand webinar series to learn more about the
rules that apply to your lobbying, election, and other advocacy activities.



https://afj.org/bolder-advocacy/spanish-language-resources/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/bolder-advocacy/podcast/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/article/how-nonprofits-can-fight-back-against-trumps-harmful-executive-orders/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/article/the-impact-of-government-funding-cuts-on-unaccompanied-children-and-the-role-of-nonprofits-in-fighting-back/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-evaluating-and-strengthening-your-advocacy-2/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/bolder-advocacy/technical-assistance/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/on-demand-training-courses/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

embership & Qiliveach

Join us on Thursday, June 26 at 3pm ET for our next Holding Court event: “

" with Chris Geidner of Law
Dork, and more panelists to be announced soon. Our expert panel will dig into what
this year's Supreme Court decisions mean for advocates, policymakers, and the
broader fight for civil rights moving forward. With the Court’s conservative majority
continuing to reshape the legal landscape, this conversation will take a closer look at
where things stand — and what comes next.

In case you haven't heard — AFJ member organizations can now connect directly with
experts from our Communications and Development teams for customized support,
whether it's reworking a logo, sharpening messaging, or strengthening fundraising
plans. Sign up for a personalized one-on-one consultation with AFJ staff !



https://streamyard.com/watch/q6E59sJhVZei?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://streamyard.com/watch/q6E59sJhVZei?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://outlook.office.com/book/MemberConsultations@afj.org/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

Meet Our Biggest Intern Class Yet!

This summer, we welcomed a powerhouse crew of students and future
changemakers — from rising sophomores to third-year law students — working
across AFJ’'s teams to help defend justice, democracy, and our rights.
Want to see who's who?

[Click Here to Meet the Interns =]

We asked our readers (you)...
"What keeps you up at night, and
what are you worried about?"


https://afj.org/team-board/meet-our-2025-interns/?emci=4eb2673a-6a4b-f011-8f7c-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
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Now we'd like to ask...
"What is giving you hope right now?
How are you fighting back?"

Take the survey today!

DONATE

9 & X W O &

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please unsubscribe.

Alliance for Justice
11 Dupont Circle NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036
United States


https://www.instagram.com/allianceforjustice/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforJustice/
https://x.com/AFJustice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alliance-for-justice/
https://afj.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/alliance4justice
https://afj.org/donate/?emci=8fe4970a-5ac9-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/tCPbkXzDy0eIJUr4-d_Cng2?emci=0694a549-6319-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/tCPbkXzDy0eIJUr4-d_Cng2?emci=0694a549-6319-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/tCPbkXzDy0eIJUr4-d_Cng2?emci=0694a549-6319-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/tCPbkXzDy0eIJUr4-d_Cng2?emci=0694a549-6319-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/tCPbkXzDy0eIJUr4-d_Cng2?emci=0694a549-6319-f011-8b3d-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2Fp%2FCOyMfw7jlk2GYfmgKPvXXA2%3Funsubscribedata%3DnEDaxsWJMLVCPIhOE8HpytBaEy%252BZ0lr3M%252Bku1Dlq5bxRBzuCCKxQzrKq%252Bj2y%252Ft0YUSXb4DE4SpBnW%252F9cEkGz5luU2qrE2GxX5HQkqFk8Jfdz%252FZrc0xDjHQhjoLNikx%252FcqU0C%252F%252BSxptZknX7aEGXswrifHwegoJwz762Zc4t7wG1qC0ZhYG0SSQe2aTIj2xKEoydHjh1mIUU8JKF1kP6w%252Ft3paeID8Pq711pLHnMrPLJvtRIorqb%252BgWeJm5xq2sfF5u874SOaVA0QWB%252F9ZeSx6m%252FvSvrAwXMYNvuGzX1l7vTExXMH4oUI0SEEjNLCprWnAMyxcY88gcs3a4sXh6uSfdWt36etUJJT1JwzfwcXJNN36%252BhRFCuDA8Vv4K%252BtolAAMNzB7EGA9uZaZDUfJJSULF33H%252FV41isirafeo9oMt8g%253D&data=05%7C02%7Cnadia.watson%40afj.org%7Ce3ef501689514c93c26e08dd3a670c35%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638730936486918259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9l7LjCFUcveCeaKgTLDa6ADh05WT5EPX%2Fve8ODKYwvQ%3D&reserved=0

