
Dear Friend,

By now you have learned that I will be ending my
tenure as president of the Alliance for Justice and
the Alliance for Justice Action Campaign in order to
assume a leadership role at the JPB Foundation.
Serving and leading this organization, and
partnering with you, the people and partners who
power our work, has been an incredible honor. I am
so grateful to have had the opportunity to grow this
organization and expand its ambitions to meet this
historic moment.

I would not have made this difficult choice if I didn’t believe in the strength of my
leadership team, our programs, our vision and capabilities, and our financial
position. With thanks to our supporters, we are financially sound and poised to play
an even more critical role in ensuring the strength of our progressive movement
and our democracy. 
 
Please read our press release here for more details about the path ahead. I am
utterly confident in this talented staff and ask that you continue to partner with and
support this tremendous organization that will never give up on achieving our
vision of a democracy that meets our highest constitutional ideals. 
 
With gratitude, 
Rakim 



Federal Courts

The Biden Administration has announced its 47th slate of judicial nominees,
featuring three women, two people of color, and diverse professional
backgrounds. Notably, Judge Rebecca Pennell, with extensive public defense
experience, has been nominated to the Eastern District of Washington,
showcasing her understanding of legal challenges faced by vulnerable
communities. Meanwhile, the Supreme Court recently heard arguments on
access to mifepristone, with Justices Thomas and Alito hinting at supporting a
resurrection of the Comstock Act. AFJ urges swift confirmation for Adeel
Mangi, the first Muslim federal appellate judge nominee, amid Islamophobic
attacks. Additionally, three district court nominees, Sarah Russell, Mustafa
Kasubhai, and Amir Ali, await votes. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/03/20/president-biden-names-forty-seventh-round-of-judicial-nominees-and-announces-one-new-nominee-to-serve-as-u-s-marshal/?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D


State Courts 

We are excited to share AFJ Action’s annual
report, State of Justice 2024: State Supreme
Courts and the Future of Democracy. The report
reviews Wisconsin and Pennsylvania’s record-
setting 2023 supreme court elections, details the
current composition of state supreme courts in all
fifty states, and previews this year’s 82 state
supreme court elections taking place across 33
states. The report also highlights important
recent state supreme cases that our team is
closely monitoring. Our state courts hear the vast
majority of the nation’s court cases, and their
importance and power will only continue to grow.
The report details the impact of state judiciaries
on the full spectrum of our fundamental rights.
To learn more and read the report, click here. 

Bolder Advocacy

Amidst the bustling election season, we're dedicated to supporting nonprofits and
advocates alike with invaluable resources and tools to amplify their impact. Our
Nonprofit Voter Assistance series, created in partnership with The Democracy
Capacity Project, empowers organizations like yours to navigate civic engagement
and GOTV programming confidently. By navigating state law restrictions and
prioritizing impactful activities that streamline operations, we're fostering a path for
bolder, more effective advocacy.

https://afj.org/article/state-of-justice-2024-state-supreme-courts-and-the-future-of-democracy/?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/bolder-advocacy/practical-guidance-nonprofit-voter-assistance-series/?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D


Mark your calendars for two public webinars this April: "Foundations, Election
Season Advocacy, and Election Activity Funding" on Wednesday, April 17, and
"What Your Nonprofit Needs to Know When Registering Voters and Getting Out
the Vote" on Tuesday, April 30. Lastly, don't miss our latest Rules of the Game
podcast episodes where we explore the rules and best practices for foundations
and public charities engaging in nonpartisan election activities during this pivotal
year. Let's make our voices heard! 

Faith in Action

In advocacy, partnerships are essential. Nonprofit tax compliance, though often
overlooked in elections, is crucial for organizations like Faith in Action. At the
heart of Faith in Action's mission lies a commitment to grassroots
empowerment and global change. With a network spanning 1,000
congregations in over 200 cities worldwide, their nonpartisan approach has
been a beacon of hope for communities far and wide. 

https://secure.everyaction.com/7TbHTruU2EOizr289QaNUw2?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/7TbHTruU2EOizr289QaNUw2?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/WGGnEKaGL0G5_Aus879ztg2?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/WGGnEKaGL0G5_Aus879ztg2?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/article/rules-of-the-game-election-season-advocacy-what-your-foundation-needs-to-know/?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/article/rotg-nonpartisan-election-year-advocacy/?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://faithinaction.org/?emci=05da2438-00fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D


Instrumental in Faith in Action’s advocacy efforts, Monica Sommerville, Director
of Grants Management and Compliance & Federation Coach, reflects on the
partnership with Bolder Advocacy: "Bolder Advocacy has been my go-to
resource for everything." Navigating the intricate landscape of nonprofit
compliance, Faith in Action found a steadfast ally in Bolder Advocacy. From
state-specific guidelines to understanding the nuances between 501(c)(3)s and
501(c)(4)s, Bolder Advocacy support has been pivotal. 
  
The journey towards compliance wasn't just about ticking boxes — it was about
fostering a culture of understanding and empowerment within Faith in Action.
Monica recounts, "Our advocacy clarity has been super helpful in maximizing
our impact." This shift in mindset has catalyzed a new era of collaboration and
effectiveness. 
  
Crucially, our partnership empowered Faith in Action to navigate collaborative
endeavors with clarity and confidence. Monica emphasizes, "Bolder Advocacy
has given us the freedom to know who to collaborate with and how." This
clarity has been instrumental in fostering meaningful partnerships and driving
tangible change. As Faith in Action continues to champion justice and equality,
their journey stands as a testament to the power of collaboration and informed
advocacy. In the words of Monica and the entire Faith in Action team, let's
continue to stand together in the pursuit of a brighter, more just future. 
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Our spotlighted member for April and May is The Arc. In case you missed it,
our Member Spotlight for February and March was Mi Famila Vota. 

https://www.instagram.com/allianceforjustice/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforJustice/
https://x.com/AFJustice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alliance-for-justice/
https://afj.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/alliance4justice
https://afj.org/donate/?emci=8fe4970a-5ac9-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2Fp%2FCOyMfw7jlk2GYfmgKPvXXA2%3Funsubscribedata%3DnEDaxsWJMLVCPIhOE8HpytBaEy%252BZ0lr3M%252Bku1Dlq5bxRBzuCCKxQzrKq%252Bj2y%252Ft0YUSXb4DE4SpBnW%252F9cEkGz5luU2qrE2GxX5HQkqFk8Jfdz%252FZrc0xDjHQhjoLNikx%252FcqU0C%252F%252BSxptZknX7aEGXswrifHwegoJwz762Zc4t7wG1qC0ZhYG0SSQe2aTIj2xKEoydHjh1mIUU8JKF1kP6w%252Ft3paeID8Pq711pLHnMrPLJvtRIorqb%252BgWeJm5xq2sfF5u874SOaVA0QWB%252F9ZeSx6m%252FvSvrAwXMYNvuGzX1l7vTExXMH4oUI0SEEjNLCprWnAMyxcY88gcs3a4sXh6uSfdWt36etUJJT1JwzfwcXJNN36%252BhRFCuDA8Vv4K%252BtolAAMNzB7EGA9uZaZDUfJJSULF33H%252FV41isirafeo9oMt8g%253D&data=05%7C02%7Cnadia.watson%40afj.org%7Ce3ef501689514c93c26e08dd3a670c35%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638730936486918259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9l7LjCFUcveCeaKgTLDa6ADh05WT5EPX%2Fve8ODKYwvQ%3D&reserved=0
https://afj.org/article/member-spotlight-the-arc/?emci=3cfaf4a8-9b11-ef11-96f3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F81241516%2F461839245%2F23287703%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vQUZKLzEvMTA5NTMzIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjVhMWY0ODJiLWZkZTUtZWUxMS1hYWYwLTAwMjI0ODIyMzc5NCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAibmFkaWEud2F0c29uQGFmai5vcmciDQp9%26hmac%3De1-Wp35UakQrKpiSq1mdX_LKbC9m6X9UNrqwUDk-1vI%3D%26emci%3D47b31531-fee2-ee11-aaf0-002248223794%26emdi%3D5a1f482b-fde5-ee11-aaf0-002248223794%26ceid%3D2916430&data=05%7C02%7Cnadia.watson@afj.org%7C2b24b42b8d804ac9148308dc48211c30%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638464554279914136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BjBnsTUvDKERL0gLDV9vutYaUcCkzy2ebo%2BD2Z27u4g%3D&reserved=0&emci=3cfaf4a8-9b11-ef11-96f3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

