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Dear Friend,

Earlier this month, AFJ released our annual SCOTUS
preview as the Court began its term October 7, holding the
distinction of being the least trusted Supreme Court in
history. This important resource offers a review and analysis
of the critical cases that will be heard by the Court this term
and those to which AFJ is paying special attention. On the
docket are cases related to some of our most dearly held
personal and communal rights, including:

e U.S. v. Skrmetti, a challenge to state bans on gender-affirming care for
transgender young people. Read more at my October Democracy Docket piece.

e Bouarfa v. Mayorkas, a case that threatens to separate families made of up
immigrants and citizens.

« Stanley v. City of Samford, Fla., in which the disability benefits of millions of
workers are on the line.

o Seven County Infrastructure v. Eagle County, Colo., an attempt to circumvent
the National Environmental Protection Act with broad implications for
environmental and administrative law.

e Garland v. VanDerStock, a case about the regulation of “ghost guns” that could
make it even harder to curb gun violence.

In addition to the cases we've previewed, the Court may also hear cases involving
free speech and capital punishment this term. We will update you on that when we
know more.


https://afj.org/why-courts-matter/2024-2025-supreme-court-term-preview/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/why-courts-matter/2024-2025-supreme-court-term-preview/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.democracydocket.com/opinion/the-supreme-courts-next-attack-on-medical-decision-making/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

When we say the “least trusted Supreme Court in history” we are not being
hyperbolic. According to the latest polling by Annenberg Public Policy Center,
conducted over the summer and released a few weeks ago, support for the Court
stands at 44%, with only 8% expressing a 'great deal of trust' in the court. This is the
lowest level of trust since Annenberg began surveying the public on this issue in
2005 when 75% of the American public trusted the court.

Trust dropped precipitously after the 2022 Dobbs decision, but over the past two to
three years the exposure of well-documented ethics violations has accelerated calls
for substantive structural and ethical reforms. Even President Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris came out in support of reform. AFJ has long been a leader
advocating for an ambitious court reform agenda, working with allies on the Hill and
in coalition to hone specific proposals. Check out the new Supreme Court Reform
section of our website. While we recognize the very real political challenges to
enacting reforms, the conversation around the need to check the power of the
Court has rarely been this robust. Join us.

In solidarity,

Keith Thirion
Interim Co-President



https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/trust-in-us-supreme-court-continues-to-sink/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/why-courts-matter/supreme-court-reform/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

The Supreme Court's 2024 term kicked off on October 7 with Garland v. VanDerStok,
a challenge to a lifesaving Biden policy to regulate “ghost guns.” Yet again, the
conservative-dominated Court will hear several blockbuster cases which will touch
upon our fundamental freedoms, public safety, and the condition of our democracy -

spanning from transgender Americans’ ability to access health care the
vitality of the Clean Water Act and employment
discrimination protections for disabled persons To learn more about these

critical cases, check out AFJ's

Meanwhile, before recess began on September 25, the Senate confirmed eight more
lifetime federal judges, bringing Biden's total number to 213. While AFJ is pleased
with this progress, time is of the essence to confirm Biden's pending nominees and
fulfill this administration's historic legacy. The Senate must confirm all of Biden's
pending nominees by the end of the year. AFJ urges our members to keep up the
momentum by and asking them to prioritize confirming
these outstanding and diverse nominees when Congress resumes in November:

. (3rd Cir.) . (C.D.CA)

. (6th Cir)) . (C.D. CA)
. (D. OR) . (E.D. PA)

. (D. CT) . (C.D.IL)

. (D. D.C)

. (E.D. WA)

State Courts

In state courts updates we're watching, the Nebraska Judicial Nominating
Commission approved four finalists from which the governor will choose the next
chief justice of the Nebraska Supreme Court, a nominee to fill a vacancy to the New
Jersey Supreme Court has been confirmed by the New Jersey Senate Judiciary
Committee, and new chief justices have been chosen for the Kentucky and South

Carolina supreme courts. And with the November 5 general election exactly three
weeks away, AFJ’s State Courts team is closely watching upcoming state supreme
court elections around the nation. This year, over 80 seats are up for election across
33 states. Do you know if your state is holding an election for your state supreme
court? Find out here!



https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/united-states-v-skrmetti/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/city-and-county-of-san-francisco-v-environmental-protection-agency/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/stanley-v-city-of-sanford-florida/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/why-courts-matter/2024-2025-supreme-court-term-preview/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/adeel-a-mangi/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/karla-campbell/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/judge-mustafa-kasubhai/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/sarah-f-russell/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/amir-h-ali/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/rebecca-l-pennell/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/anne-hwang/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/cynthia-valenzuela-dixon/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/catherine-henry/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/nominee/judge-jonathan-e-hawley/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afjactioncampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/318/StateofJustice2024.pdf?nvep=&hmac=&emci=a74f5325-854e-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=2902958&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D

Bolder Advocacy

We are excited to announce the launch of The Advocacy Playbook social justice
series. Designed for social justice organizations, these playbooks offer a concise
guide to the laws and regulations governing 501(c)(3) public charities as they
engage in advocacy, including during election seasons. So far, we've released four
critical publications: Earth & Equity: Environmental Justice, Justice & Equity:
Criminal Legal Reform, Gender & Equity: Gender and Reproductive Justice, and
Power & Equity: Labor and Economic Justice. Stay tuned for more resources to

help you navigate advocacy rules with confidence!

With the presidential election quickly approaching, it's crucial for nonprofits to be
prepared to advocate effectively and empower their communities. Bolder Advocacy
is here to help with our new on-demand nonprofit advocacy trainings, available
24/7 to fit your schedule. Whether you're organizing Get Out the Vote (COTV) efforts
or navigating nonpartisan election advocacy, these expert-led sessions, available in
both English and Spanish, will equip your organization with the tools to make an
impact when it matters most.



https://afj.org/resource/earth-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-environmental-justice/?emci=f2680eb6-82a6-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/resource/justice-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-criminal-legal-reform/?emci=f2680eb6-82a6-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/resource/justice-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-criminal-legal-reform/?emci=f2680eb6-82a6-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/resource/gender-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-gender-and-reproductive-justice/?emci=f2680eb6-82a6-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/resource/power-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-labor-and-economic-justice/?emci=f2680eb6-82a6-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/on-demand-training-courses/?emci=6e20f861-de79-ef11-991a-6045bdee6681&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D&%7B%7B%7BEngagementData%7D%7D%7D

We have two exciting events coming up that
you won't want to miss! Join us on Tuesday,
October 22, for a special

reproductive justice activist, founder and
executive director of We Testify, and co-author
of Liberating Abortion: Claiming Our History,
Sharing Our Stories, and Building the
Reproductive Future We Deserve. This virtual
event promises to be an afternoon of powerful
insights and discussion about the future of
reproductive justice.

For those in the D.C. area, later that evening, we're hosting a

on Tuesday, October 22, from 6:30-8:30 pm at Stoney's on P Street NW.
Test your knowledge of the courts, from the Supreme Court to pop culture legal
trivia, all while enjoying free food and drinks! Whether you're a legal whiz or just
looking for a fun night out with friends, and prove your trivia skills!
We hope to see you at one (or both!) of these great events. Register today to
secure your spot!


https://streamyard.com/watch/MaEeRySgnPd6?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://streamyard.com/watch/MaEeRySgnPd6?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://streamyard.com/watch/MaEeRySgnPd6?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/cuwKNaBeOkysz01SYIgp3g2?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/cuwKNaBeOkysz01SYIgp3g2?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://secure.everyaction.com/cuwKNaBeOkysz01SYIgp3g2?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

“Our organization has benefitted from
AFJ and Bolder Advocacy's vast
knowledge and receptivity to our
questions for years.”

This month we're happy to profile both a rather unusual
supporter of Alliance for Justice, and an organization doing
tremendous work: Maternal and Child Health Access.
MCHAccess works towards a California where women,
pregnant people, and families are supported, and everyone
can be healthy.

This summer, MCHAccess benefitted from some of our Bolder Advocacy training.
They were so pleased that they sent both a donation AND a wonderful letter
memorializing their experience:

Our organization has benefitted from AFJ and Bolder Advocacy’s
vast knowledge and receptivity to our questions for years. Never more so, however, than in
trying to figure out our reporting and other obligations under California’s Fair Political
Practices Commission’s rules and regulations.

N[ -TaaTelle)Y== Sarah Efthymiou, Susan Finkle Sourlis, and Quyen Tu,
while very clear they were not offering legal advice... were invaluable in being willing to slog
through mine and my colleague’s understanding. They endured several back-and-forth
email trails so that we were comfortable. With so many clauses and exceptions to the rules, |
likened it to trying to understand Medicaid!

Please accept this donation as a token of our appreciation. We are very happy to serve as
a reference for your work or write a letter of recommendation.”

We were stunned to get a donation of this sort from another nonprofit organization.
We are busier than ever in Bolder Advocacy — on track to hold over 100 more
workshops in 2024 than in 2023 and already surpassed 800 Technical Assistance calls
(more than in all of 2023) by early October. While we work overtime to meet demand,
this kind of support — both moral and financial - means the world to us.

Thank you, MCHAccess!


https://mchaccess.org/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D

[mpdlart; T)ates

v October 16: Public Webinar: How 501(c)(3)s Can Educate and Advocate
During_Election Season

v November: Native American Heritage Month

v November 5: General and Special Elections

v November 7:
Public Webinar: Post-Election Advocacy & What You Need to Know

v/ November 14: Public Webinar: How Your 501(c)(3) Can Influence
Policy for the Greater Good

DONATE
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Alliance for Justice
11 Dupont Circle NW
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Washington, DC 20036
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https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-how-501c3s-can-educate-and-advocate-during-election-season/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-how-501c3s-can-educate-and-advocate-during-election-season/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-how-your-501c3-can-influence-policy-for-the-greater-good-2/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-how-your-501c3-can-influence-policy-for-the-greater-good-2/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-how-your-501c3-can-influence-policy-for-the-greater-good-2/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://afj.org/ba-event/public-webinar-post-election-advocacy-what-you-need-to-know/?emci=ce662834-f58a-ef11-8473-0022483029fa&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://www.instagram.com/allianceforjustice/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforJustice/
https://x.com/AFJustice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alliance-for-justice/
https://afj.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/alliance4justice
https://afj.org/donate/?emci=8fe4970a-5ac9-f011-8196-6045bdfe8e9c&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=%7B%7BContactsEmailID%7D%7D
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.everyaction.com%2Fp%2FCOyMfw7jlk2GYfmgKPvXXA2%3Funsubscribedata%3DnEDaxsWJMLVCPIhOE8HpytBaEy%252BZ0lr3M%252Bku1Dlq5bxRBzuCCKxQzrKq%252Bj2y%252Ft0YUSXb4DE4SpBnW%252F9cEkGz5luU2qrE2GxX5HQkqFk8Jfdz%252FZrc0xDjHQhjoLNikx%252FcqU0C%252F%252BSxptZknX7aEGXswrifHwegoJwz762Zc4t7wG1qC0ZhYG0SSQe2aTIj2xKEoydHjh1mIUU8JKF1kP6w%252Ft3paeID8Pq711pLHnMrPLJvtRIorqb%252BgWeJm5xq2sfF5u874SOaVA0QWB%252F9ZeSx6m%252FvSvrAwXMYNvuGzX1l7vTExXMH4oUI0SEEjNLCprWnAMyxcY88gcs3a4sXh6uSfdWt36etUJJT1JwzfwcXJNN36%252BhRFCuDA8Vv4K%252BtolAAMNzB7EGA9uZaZDUfJJSULF33H%252FV41isirafeo9oMt8g%253D&data=05%7C02%7Cnadia.watson%40afj.org%7Ce3ef501689514c93c26e08dd3a670c35%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638730936486918259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9l7LjCFUcveCeaKgTLDa6ADh05WT5EPX%2Fve8ODKYwvQ%3D&reserved=0

