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2. RESEARCH
USING DATA TO HIGHLIGHT THE ISSUE 

Conducting thorough research on the impact of funding cuts, the number of wrongfully
convicted individuals still incarcerated, or another issue of importance to your racial justice and
immigration work can be a powerful tool for advocacy. Research helps provide concrete facts
that can drive home the urgency of the situation. Once research is completed, your organization
can raise awareness and educate the public and policymakers about the data by hosting
community briefings, in person or online.

Raising public awareness is key to advocating for racial justice and immigrant rights. Here are
three powerful strategies to help you amplify the message and create change: 

1. STORYTELLING
MAKING THE ISSUE PERSONAL AND RELATABLE 

Storytelling is a powerful way to engage the public and inspire action. Through various
platforms, you can share the stories of those directly impacted by injustices related to racial
justice and immigrant rights. When done right, storytelling can move people to action by
showing the real impact of the issue.

Effective Strategies to Raise
Awareness & Advocate for Racial
Justice and Immigrant Rights 

Written Stories 

Share personal 
narratives on social media,
blogs, or websites to
humanize the issue and
evoke an emotional
response.  

Video 
Testimonials 

Post powerful 
video stories on platforms
like YouTube, Instagram, or
TikTok to reach a wider
audience.

Interactive 
Campaigns 

Encourage 
community engagement
through campaigns where
people can directly connect
with or share stories. 

Conduct Studies 

Investigate how 
recent funding cuts or
other policy proposals can
impact vulnerable
populations, and document
the consequences.

Publish Findings 

Share research 
reports, articles, or
infographics on your
website, social media, or
through news outlets. 

Engage
Policymakers

Use the findings 
to educate policymakers
and funders about the
importance of continued
support for racial justice
and immigrant rights. 
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The information contained in this fact sheet and any attachments is being provided for informational
purposes only and not as part of an attorney-client relationship. The information is not a substitute for expert
legal, tax, or other professional advice tailored to your specific circumstances, and may not be relied upon for
the purposes of avoiding any penalties that may be imposed under the Internal Revenue Code or state or
local law. Alliance for Justice publishes plain-language guides on nonprofit advocacy topics, offers
educational workshops on the laws governing the advocacy of nonprofits, and provides technical assistance
for nonprofits engaging in advocacy. For additional information, please feel free to contact Alliance for
Justice at 866-NPLOBBY. 

Outreach 
Events  

Organize local 
events to educate
people and provide clear
actions they can take to
make a difference. 

Online Petitions  
& Social Media
Challenges 

Use digital tools to inspire
action and encourage
people to sign petitions or
participate in challenges to
demand change. 
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Related Resources

The Impact of Government Funding Cuts on Unaccompanied Children and
the Role of Nonprofits in Fighting Back (Blog)
Race and Equity: The Advocacy Playbook for Racial Justice and Immigrant
Rights (Toolkit)
Rules of the Game #130: Advocacy for Racial Justice and Immigrant Rights
(Podcast) 
Influencing Public Policy in the Digital Age (Guide)

Host Town Halls
or Panels  

Bring experts together to
discuss issues affecting
your community, allowing
the public to learn more
and ask questions. 

3. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
ACTIVELY INVOLVE YOUR AUDIENCE 

Community engagement is crucial for building public awareness and rallying support. By
involving the community, you empower people to take action in ways that matter. 

Social media campaigns can be particularly effective for spreading awareness rapidly, especially
when using hashtags, Instagram stories, or short TikTok videos. These low-cost, high-impact
strategies can help mobilize a broad audience. 
 
To advocate effectively for racial justice and immigrant rights, consider combining storytelling,
research, and community engagement to raise awareness and drive action. By sharing
compelling stories, presenting powerful data, and actively involving your community, you can
build momentum and advocate for the change needed to protect promote racial justice and
protect immigrant rights. 

https://afj.org/article/the-impact-of-government-funding-cuts-on-unaccompanied-children-and-the-role-of-nonprofits-in-fighting-back/
https://afj.org/article/the-impact-of-government-funding-cuts-on-unaccompanied-children-and-the-role-of-nonprofits-in-fighting-back/
https://afj.org/resource/race-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-racial-justice-and-immigrant-rights/
https://afj.org/resource/race-and-equity-the-advocacy-playbook-for-racial-justice-and-immigrant-rights/
https://afj.org/article/rules-of-the-game-advocacy-for-racial-justice-civil-rights-immigration/
https://afj.org/resource/influencing-public-policy-in-the-digital-age/

