California City, County, School, and

Special District Local Lobbying
Ordinances

Certain California cities, counties, school and special districts have laws regulating lobbying
activities, in addition to federal tax law and California state law. “Special districts” include airport
authorities and transportation authorities. These laws do not limit the amount of lobbying your
organization can do. Nonetheless, they may impact the ways in which you interact with public
officials. The good news is the vast majority of jurisdictions in California do not regulate the
interaction between nonprofits and government officials. While local lobbying laws that do exist in
some jurisdictions add one more consideration as you develop your local advocacy strategy, they
should not be thought of as barriers to your organization’s activity.

Unfortunately, there is no standard law that regulates local lobbying across California jurisdictions.
If your organization is active in a particular city, county, or special district, you should take a
moment to familiarize yourself with the laws in that location. See the table below for an overview.
Although the ordinances vary from location to location, some common local lobbying provisions
include:

Registration

Jurisdictions often require a person or entity to file a registration form, either a) before making
lobbying contacts or expenditures, or b) after a certain number of lobbying contacts have been
made or a certain amount of expenses have been incurred. For example, in the City of Carson,
every lobbyist must file a registration statement with the city clerk within 10 days of meeting the
threshold for registration. These registration rules may apply if your organization hires a consultant
to lobby on your behalf, if you have an employee who spends a certain amount or percentage of
time on lobbying activities, or if your organization spends a certain amount on lobbying.
Registration fees can range from quite small ($10-25) to several hundred dollars. Some jurisdictions
waive the registration fee for qualifying nonprofits.

Reporting

In addition to filing a registration form, some jurisdictions require individuals and organizations
that make significant lobbying contacts or that spend significant amounts of money on lobbying
to file reports on an annual, semi-annual, quarterly, or monthly basis. These reports may require
the person or organization to disclose the amount of compensation received to lobby, whether the
organization made any gifts to local officials, and/or whether the organization spent money on a
specific type of lobbying known as grassroots lobbying.

Identification

Some local rules require lobbyists to identify themselves in certain ways. For instance, the City of
Irvine requires all people who lobby on behalf of an organization to fill out speaker identification
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cards before appearing before the City Council or another city body and to orally identify
themselves and the client(s) they represent upon beginning an address. Please check the locality’s
code for further instructions as to how to comply with any identification requirements.

Gift Limits or Prohibitions

It is also quite common for a jurisdiction to prohibit gifts to public officials from organizations that
are registered to lobby. In these jurisdictions, these gift rules apply in addition to California state
law gift limits and restrictions that impact local officials and employees. The impacts of lobbying
activities on campaign contributions is beyond the scope of this publication; please reference the
linked codes for further information.

Exemptions for Nonprofits

Additionally, some local lobbying ordinances specifically exempt nonprofits or employees of
nonprofits from registration and/or reporting requirements. Some ordinances exempt nonprofits
or employees of nonprofits from one type of lobbying registration and reporting, but not from
others.

Exemptions for employees of nonprofit organizations vary from jurisdiction to
jurisdiction and can change over time. For instance, nonprofit exemptions may not

apply when a nonprofit is seeking funding from the local jurisdiction. Be sure to
review the specific jurisdiction’s ordinances for the details of the exemption.
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Summary of Local Lobbying Ordinances
(As of October 2025)

Although we strive to present comprehensive information, the table below is not necessarily an exhaustive list of lobbying
ordinances in California, so it is always a best practice to consult the laws and/or regulations in the jurisdiction in which you plan to
advocate to ensure you comply with all relevant rules.

Jurisdiction Registration Reporting Identification c:g:":g tiitoonr Regi::reation Ex:::;i:fr; t:or
Beverly Hills v v L]
Carson v v’ v L]
Catcl?i:;iral v v v NG
Clovis v v v L]
Compton v v v’ L]
Peprings’ v v v v a

El Segundo? v v L]

1. Certain prohibitions do not apply to employees or volunteers of a California nonprofit organization. See Desert Hot Springs Municipal Code Sec.
2.22.040(A).

2. An employee working forty hours a week or more full time at the time the employee lobbies on behalf of their employer is not a lobbyist. See El
Segundo Municipal Code Title 1, Ch. 8, §1-8-4(A)(4).

BOLDER ADVOCACY | 3


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/beverlyhillsca/latest/beverlyhills_ca/0-0-0-444
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Carson/mobile/index.pl?pg=Carson02/Carson020305.html
https://ecode360.com/43665175#43665175
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Clovis/
https://ecode360.com/35627566#35627567
https://ecode360.com/43983774
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/elsegundoca/latest/elsegundo_ca/0-0-0-852
http://www.qcode.us/codes/deserthotsprings/view.php?topic=2-2_22&showAll=1&frames=on
http://www.qcode.us/codes/deserthotsprings/view.php?topic=2-2_22&showAll=1&frames=on
http://www.qcode.us/codes/deserthotsprings/view.php?topic=2-2_22&showAll=1&frames=on
http://www.qcode.us/codes/deserthotsprings/view.php?topic=2-2_22&showAll=1&frames=on
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/elsegundoca/latest/elsegundo_ca/0-0-0-852
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/elsegundoca/latest/elsegundo_ca/0-0-0-852
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Summary of Local Lobbying Ordinances

Jurisdiction  Registration Reporting Identification ?:i::rl;ii:;tiito?: Regi;::tim EX:;?\':tri;’f?t?r
Fresno3 v v v L)
Gardena v v v v v L)
Hawthorne v v v NG
Irvine v v’ v v L)
Lancaster v v’ v v v L]
Long Beach v \/ \/ \/ \/ L]
L.A. City “ v v v v v v L1
L.A. County v v v v v’ NGy

3. Nonprofit organizations that have an employee engaged primarily in lobbying services for such nonprofit organization are not exempt from
registering. See Fresno Municipal Code Ch. 2, Art. 12, § 2-1208(e).

4. Thereis a limited exemption for certain 501(c)(3)s that receive government funding and provide direct services to indigent people. See our factsheet on
the Los Angeles Municipal Lobbying Ordinance for more information. Identification is required when engaging in written communication with
neighborhood council.
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https://library.municode.com/ca/fresno/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MUCOFR_CH2CIGO_ART12RELO
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Gardena/html/Gardena02/Gardena0226.html#2.26.010
https://ecode360.com/42643921#42643921
https://library.municode.com/ca/irvine/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT1GESE_DIV7CILO_S1-7-101DEPO
https://www.municode.com/library/ca/lancaster/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2ADPE_CH2.26LORE_2.26.020CILORE
https://library.municode.com/ca/long_beach/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT2ADPE_CH2.08LO_2.08.010IN
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/los_angeles/latest/lamc/0-0-0-133235
https://afj.org/resource/amplify-your-nonprofits-voice-lobbying-in-the-city-of-los-angeles/
https://afj.org/resource/amplify-your-nonprofits-voice-lobbying-in-the-city-of-los-angeles/
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT2AD_DIV4MIRE_CH2.160COLO_2.160.010DE
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Summary of Local Lobbying Ordinances

o . . . cps _as Gift Limit or Registration Exemption for
Jurisdiction Registration Reporting Identification Prohibition Fee Nonprofits
L.A. County
Metropolitan
Transportation \/ \/ \/ \/ Ll!!JJ
Authority
L.A. Unified
School District \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ Ll-!gJ
Malibu \/ \/ g
Manhattan
Beach ‘/ \/ \/ IL-!!JJ
Milpitas® v v v v v L)
Moreno
Valley® v v NGy
Oakland” v v v v N
Oceanside \/ \/ \/ \/ i

5. The nonprofit exemption does not extend to situations where the 501(c)(3) has received compensation or a contribution to lobby for or against a
specific project, issue or person.

6. An employee working forty hours a week or more full time at the time the employee lobbies on behalf of their employer is not a lobbyist. See Moreno
Valley Municipal Code Sec. 5.026.020(D).

7. Certain nonprofits may be eligible for a registration fee waiver under Oakland Code of Ordinances Title 3, Ch. 3.20, § 3.20.040(F).
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https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/lacountymetroca/latest/lacounty_ca/0-0-0-1574
https://ecode360.com/44331427#44331427
https://www.municode.com/library/ca/manhattan_beach/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT4PUWEMOCO_CH4.132MULO_4.132.020PRAC
https://library.municode.com/ca/milpitas/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITIAD_CH310OPGOOR_S3.5RELOAC_310-3.5.10PU
https://ecode360.com/43225937#43225937
https://library.municode.com/ca/oakland/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT3MUEL_CH3.20THOALOREAC_ARTIFIPU_3.20.010TI
http://qcode.us/codes/morenovalley/view.php?topic=5-5_26-5_26_020&frames=on
http://qcode.us/codes/morenovalley/view.php?topic=5-5_26-5_26_020&frames=on
http://qcode.us/codes/morenovalley/view.php?topic=5-5_26-5_26_020&frames=on
https://library.municode.com/ca/oceanside/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH16CMULORERERE_S16C.1TI
https://achieve.lausd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&ModuleInstanceID=42034&ViewID=C9E0416E-F0E7-4626-AA7B-C14D59F72F85&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=58776&PageID=14037&Comments=true
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Summary of Local Lobbying Ordinances

Jurisdiction Registration Reporting Identification ?;rf;:"::: :;:oc:‘r Regi:ter: tion Ex:;?\zti:f?éor
County v v 7 v a
Pico Rivera® v N
Richmond® v v v N
Sacramento'° v v v v v L)
Sa nCIiI:i;QO v v v v v L)
pe v o
roreistict V. v v e
S.DAIiereoiic:nal \/ \/ g
Authority

8. The Pico Rivera and Santa Cruz lobbying ordinances apply only to cable television decisions. Please see the linked codes for specifics.
9. The registration fee is waived for organizations that can show proof of their 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) tax exempt status. Richmond Code of Ordinances Sec.

2.54.050(b).
10. Sacramento provides an exemption for nonprofits where the lobbying members are uncompensated. Sacramento City Code Title 2, Ch. 215, §

2.15.050(D)(3).
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https://www.municode.com/library/ca/orange_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT1GOAD_DIV1GEPR_ART5LORERE
https://library.municode.com/ca/richmond/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIADGO_CH2.54RELO_2.54.010LODE
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/sacramentoca/latest/sacramento_ca/0-0-0-1755
http://docs.sandiego.gov/municode/MuniCodeChapter02/Ch02Art07Division40.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/sandiego_regs/0-0-0-74548
https://pantheonstorage.blob.core.windows.net/administration/San-Diego-Unified-Port-District-Port-Code.pdf
https://library.municode.com/ca/richmond/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIADGO_CH2.54RELO
https://library.municode.com/ca/richmond/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIADGO_CH2.54RELO
https://library.municode.com/ca/richmond/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ARTIIADGO_CH2.54RELO
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/sacramentoca/latest/sacramento_ca/0-0-0-1802#JD_2.15.050
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/sacramentoca/latest/sacramento_ca/0-0-0-1802#JD_2.15.050
https://www.san.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/API/Entries/Download?EntryId=17828&Command=Core_Download&language=en-US&PortalId=0&TabId=499
https://ecode360.com/44039928#44039929
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Summary of Local Lobbying Ordinances

Jurisdiction Registration Reporting Identification clii:;:"ii:)?tiito(:‘r Regi;tereation Ex:‘l::‘;;i:gtior
San Francisco' v v v v v g
San Jose'? v v v v v L)
San Luis
Obispo' v v 4 a4
Santa Ana v v v v L)
Santa Clara
ity v v v v v v A
Santa Clara
County v v v L]
Santa Clara
Valley Water \/ \/ \/ \/ \/ L]
District °
L
Santa Clarita® v v s

1. Officers or employees of 501(c)(3)s and certain 501(c)(4)s are exempted from registering and reporting their direct communication with San Francisco
officials. However, nonprofits must register and report certain grassroots lobbying expenses. See San Francisco Campaign and Governmental Code
Art. II, Sec. 2.105 on “Expenditure Lobbyist” and the Ethics Commission Regulation 2.105. Note that employee compensation does not count toward an
organization's monthly $2,500 grassroots expense reporting threshold, but all other grassroots lobbying expenses do. Certain 501(c)(3)s may apply for a
waiver of the grassroots lobbyist registration fee. Additionally, 501(c)(3) organization employees may be exempted from registration fees when they
present documentation of their tax status. San Francisco Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code Art. [| Ch.182.110(f)(3).
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https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_campaign/0-0-0-798#JD_ArticleII
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SanLuisObispo/%23!/SanLuisObispo02/SanLuisObispo0264.html
https://library.municode.com/ca/santa_ana/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH2AD_ARTXILORE_S2-905PUIN
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClara/html/SantaClara02/SantaClara02155.html#:~:text=2.155.-,120%20Prohibitions.,(a)%20Unregistered%20Lobbying.
https://library.municode.com/ca/santa_clara_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITAGEAD_DIVA3ETSTBOSU_CHVIILO
https://www.valleywater.org/how-we-operate/lobbyist-ordinance
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_campaign/0-0-0-807
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_campaign/0-0-0-807
https://sfethics.org/ethics/2009/05/lobbyist-regulations.html
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_campaign/0-0-0-847
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/santaclarita/html/SantaClarita07/SantaClarita0703.html#7.03
https://www.municode.com/library/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO
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Summary of Local Lobbying Ordinances

T . . . epe  _as Gift Limit or Registration Exemption for
Jurisdiction Registration Reporting Identification Prohibition Fee Nonprofits
Santa Cruz
City/County '’ v v v M
San Joaquin v
v L)

County

Santa Rosa

v
County '8 \/ \/ \/ IL.QJ
v

Santa / Iggl
Monica
West
Hollywod v v L)
12. San Jose prohibits gifts from sources whose interests or employer’s interests have been or could foreseeably be affected by the work of the city officer
or employee. San Jose Code of Ordinances Ch. 12.08, §§ 12.08.040, 12.08.100.
13. This exemption applies to persons representing a nonprofit in grant matters. San Luis Obispo Municipal Code Ch. 2.64 § 2.64.030.
14. Exemption is limited — it does not apply in situations where the nonprofit organization is lobbying for a specific project, issue or person for which the
organization has received compensation or a contribution to lobby for or against it. Santa Clara City Code Ch. 2,155, § 2.155.020(k)(9).
15. The exemption applies to nonprofits with a gross annual revenue under $2 million.
16. A regular employee of an organization who communicates with “the City during the course of their employment,” is not a lobbyist. See Santa Clarita
Municipal Code Sec. 7.03.030(F).
17. The Pico Rivera and Santa Cruz lobbying ordinances apply only to cable television decisions. Please see the linked codes for specifics.
18. Exemption is limited — it does not apply in situations where the nonprofit organization is lobbying for a specific project, issue or person for which the

organization has received compensation or a contribution to lobby for or against it. Santa Rosa City Code Tit. 10, Ch. 10-35 §10-35.040.

The information contained in this fact sheet and any attachments is provided for informational purposes only and not as part of an attorney-client
relationship. The information is not a substitute for expert legal, tax, or other professional advice tailored to your specific circumstances, and may not
be relied upon for the purposes of avoiding any penalties that may be imposed under the Internal Revenue Code or any other law. Alliance for Justice
publishes plain-language guides on nonprofit advocacy topics, offers educational workshops on the laws governing the advocacy of nonprofits, and
provides technical assistance for nonprofits engaging in advocacy. For additional information, please feel free to contact Alliance for Justice at 866-
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https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_francisco/latest/sf_campaign/0-0-0-798#JD_ArticleII
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SanLuisObispo/%23!/SanLuisObispo02/SanLuisObispo0264.html
https://library.municode.com/ca/santa_ana/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH2AD_ARTXILORE_S2-905PUIN
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClara/html/SantaClara02/SantaClara02155.html#:~:text=2.155.-,120%20Prohibitions.,(a)%20Unregistered%20Lobbying.
https://www.municode.com/library/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.12SAJOMULO
https://library.municode.com/ca/san_jose/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT12ETOPGOPR_CH12.08PRGI
https://sanluisobispo.municipal.codes/Code/2.64.030
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClara/html/SantaClara02/SantaClara02155.html#:~:text=2.155.-,120%20Prohibitions.,(a)%20Unregistered%20Lobbying.
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClara/html/SantaClara02/SantaClara02155.html#2.155.020
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClara/html/SantaClara02/SantaClara02155.html#2.155.020
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/html/SantaClarita07/SantaClarita0703.html#7.03
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/html/SantaClarita07/SantaClarita0703.html#7.03
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/SantaClarita/html/SantaClarita07/SantaClarita0703.html#7.03
https://ecode360.com/42957921#42957921

