
                                                       If the bill passes the Senate
, 

                                                               it moves to the House

How a Bill Becomes 
a Law in Texas

Every nonprofit should be engaging in advocacy for 
its policy priorities, but knowing when and where to 
start can be difficult. This flowchart provides basic 
information on how policy moves through the Texas 
legislature and opportunities for nonprofits to 
educate and engage with policymakers.

The
 

com
mitte

e

vot
es

3/5ths of the Senate 
must then decide to 
bring the bill forward 
to the full floor.

A bill is �led, 
reviewed,
sent to 

a committee 

A bill is �led, 
reviewed,
sent to 

a committee 

If scheduled, 

the bill goes to the

 full Senate for 

debate and a vote.
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The Calendars Committee must decide 
to schedule the bill for debate by 
the full House 

If scheduled, 

the bill goes to the

 full House for 

debate and a vote.

Start in the 
Texas House
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Start in the 
Texas Senate SIGN    VETO

ALLOW THE BILL TO BECOME A 
LAW WITHOUT SIGNATURE.

If already 
approved by 
both houses, 
it goes to the 

Governor

The Texas Legislature has a 31-member Senate 

and a 150-member House of Representatives. 

It meets the first 140 days of each odd-numbered 

year. 

If the bill passes the House,

it moves to the Senate


